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If a pure diamond is worn, Venus, its patron, will .bless the wearer witli the comforts of life.
There are said to be nine places in which pearls are found. In the clouds; this kind is said to be oval in shape, and to be worn by the gods. In the head of a serpent; these are said to be like a small red seed, and to have the quality of relieving their wearers from all troubles. In the hollow of a bamboo; these are said to be black in colour, and to give the wearer certain attractions. In a fish; these are white in colour, and protect the wearer from danger by fire. In the head of an elephant; these are yellowish green and should be worn by kings. In a sugar cane; this kind is of a reddish colour and is said to have the power of causing all, even kings and queens, to be subjected to the will of the wearer. In a conch shell; these are said to be like a dove's egg, but they cannot- be obtained by ordinary men; it requires a knowledge of mantrams, or of magic, to get them. In the tusk of a wild boar; this kind is red in colour, and is in size like the regu fruit (ziziphus jujuba); it will bring fame to the wearer. In the pearl oyster; of these there are said to be three kinds, of a reddish, a golden, or a white colour. The moon, the patron of pearls, will bless a wearer of pure pearls with fame and the pleasures of life.
Emeralds are said to be of eight classes according to their colour. Poisons have no power over those persons who wear a good emerald. It gives protection against the power of the evil eye; and develops the mental faculties. Emeralds also have the power of protecting the wearer of one from the designs of foes, from sorrows, madness, internal pains, swoons and various diseases of the liver. A sure access to heaven is promised to that one who freely gives an emerald to a Brahmin,